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New School Sponsorship
Program gives Families Hope
By Annie Owens
What began as a little idea quickly grew into a
beautiful project that we knew was going to take
dedication and determination – but that is what
makes it so powerful. In December 2017, we
started to work with Manache, the House of
Hope's K-13 School Principal, to identify kids who
needed the most assistance with schooling costs.
Originally that list was 30 kids, but it quickly
grew. Once we got to Haiti and began interviewing the kids and their families, the list began to
expand, first 40 and then soon 50. I knew that I
could not meet these kids, hear their stories, and
then walk away without doing something.

Annie Owens (above) is coordinating the School Sponsorship program and has personally recruited
many of the sponsors! Her passion We met a four-year-old girl who has been abanfor the kids, enthusiasm, faith and doned by her parents and has been seen selling
beans in the market just to provide for herself.
hard work are a huge blessing.
We met a group of young men who have moved
far away from home in the mountains just to
attend high school; to have a fighting chance for a future. Sometimes they cannot
make it to class because they do not have the proper shoes or they are too hungry to
focus on schoolwork. We met a mother, who has since passed, with nine kids and
they rent a single room in a house. Their room for ten people is equivalent to the size
of an average office space.

Each of these kids has a story. Each of these kids deserves a chance for a better future
and I believe education is the start of that future. God broke my heart so I could come
back and tell their stories to share with you. To send a child to school costs $20/
month, that includes their tuition, books and uniform. Just $20 – for us, that is a lunch
out or a couple drinks at Starbucks or even a nice car wash but for the children it is an
opportunity they will never forget. My hope is that this program continues to grow.
That the sponsors here in the US are moved by the stories of these children and continue to support them through high school completion and into post-secondary education. My hope is God will provide sponsors as we reach more kids at the House of
Hope school. Most importantly, my hope is that God is glorified in each step of this
journey.

Above: Just this past week, Manache,
our school principal, sent us this picture
of these three little kids. They have no
parents, and their aunt cannot afford to
send them to school. He gave them
some Orphan Grain Train rice meals,
and asked us if we could help them.
How can we not? If you are interested
in sponsoring one of these kids or others
that don’t yet have sponsors, you can
contact Annie at
aelizabethowens@gmail.com

While your donations fund about 85% of the Williamson K13 school operating costs and all of the classroom construction costs, a minimal tuition of about $25 (primary) to
$80 (13th grade) per year is charged for those who can
afford it. We have never turned anyone away for lack of
ability to pay, but now kids in the sponsorship program will
also receive school books, shoes, and uniforms. Some have
already received those , but most will receive them this
summer for the next year.
We have also been distributing nutritious rice meals donated to us from Orphan Grain Train. Each of the most needy
families have received boxes of meals, and we also have
extra meals at the school which are given to kids who
come to school hungry. So far this year, we have given
away nearly 100 boxes of rice meals and several bags of
beans to needy families in the community and mountain
villages.

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23
Left: House of Hope president, Mike Bellamy, talks with
older kids at the Troubaguette orphanage about their
plans for the future. Many are nearing the time to move
out and live with relatives. We are working to ease the
transition by continuing to offer support for education and
work opportunities. Below: kids at the original House of
Hope work on an art project.

Top: kids from both orphanages received money from their
sponsors to go Christmas shopping. They got to take a fun day
through the busy markets looking for shoes, toys, jewelry and
other fun presents. Above & right: new soccer uniforms from
the Maryville MO soccer club and Northwest Missouri State
University. The kids look sharp while they’re scoring goals!

Far left: This year our 13th grade
or “Filo” class has 24 students.
The program is very rigorous and
they must pass a four day government exam to graduate. Two
of our students from last year did
so well that they not only graduated, but earned a “free ride” to
a prestigious university in Portau-Prince.
Near left and below, left: the
classrooms are full of students
working hard and we still have
some meeting in the make-shift
rooms. This year, the Haitian
government has added several
new required courses, which has
extended our school day an extra
hour. We will add several more
courses this next year.

Below: Saturday water
fun! The school bought a
wading pool, filled it, and
set it up in the kindergarten room. The kids had so
much fun splashing and
playing. That’s one good
thing about classrooms
with cement floors!

We’re always a work in progress!
Here are a few of the projects that we’ve done over the
past months. Top right: the church at the orphanage was
badly in need of repairs, and work on it continues ahead of
the anniversary celebration in May.
Below, left: the new kindergarten classrooms were smooth
coated and received a fresh coat of paint. The inside will be
painted also!
Below, right: the boys’ dorm roof was so leaky, a rainstorm
soaked books and uniforms—we were able to replace the
old roof with a sturdy new one that will not leak!

Funding needs:



Classrooms: We have all but three classrooms built now, with some of elementary classes still meeting in
temporary make-shift rooms. All but the new kindergarten rooms still need to be smooth-coated and painted to protect them from disintegration. Over the next year or two, we would like to continue to improve the
facilities. The secondary school meets the educational needs of the whole region, so we are committed continually improving it.



Many Needs: Our monthly budget is over $12,000 per month to operate, and gifts to help with food, education, clothing, repairs & maintenance, etc. are much appreciated! We still need to replace the girls’ dorm
roof, fix up the guest house, and assist kids that are transitioning out of the orphanages.

Revenue & Expenditures 2017
Revenue
Expenditures:
Original House of Hope & School Operating Expenses
Williamson K-13 & Mountain School Operating Expenses
Valley HOH (Williamson) Orphanage Operating Expenses
Haiti Office, Administrative, Travel, & Miscellaneous Fees
Vocational training/launching kids
Outreach—Bibles & Community Families
New community well (3rd well project)
Three new classrooms for kindergarten
Other improvements, furniture & equipment
Total Expenditures

$ 216,317
25,895
60,978
63,981
3,698
2,416
1,415
8,279
34,000
1,223
$ 201,885

Note: The above does not include the value of in-kind gifts given and distributed or the out-of-pocket expenses paid by volunteers for travel, postage, telephone, printing, wire fees and other administrative costs.

How to Donate:
Find the “Donate” button on our website at
www.houseofhopehaiti.com
and donate safely with Paypal
OR
Send a check to:
House of Hope Haiti
917 R Lane
Oberlin, KS 67749
Your Gifts are Tax Deductible.
THANK YOU!

