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Above: thanks to your donations, the kindergarten kids now enjoy 
three new, cheerfully decorated classrooms with plenty of room!  At 
right:  this our third year of offering 13th grade at our  Williamson 
school, a dream come true for so many young Haitians in the region.    
Below:  families pump water from the new deep tube well we dug 
(our third) in a neighborhood  that had no access to drinking water.   

 

A favorite Christmas tradition in our family  is the celebration of 
Advent.  In our home, on each of the four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas, we light candles on our Advent wreath, read scripture, 
and  sing Christmas carols.  Each member of the family and guests 
choose a favorite carol and we all join in.  Several years ago we put 
together a booklet of carols, complete  with all the verses, so there 
is no excuse for not singing!  I love many of the carols, but when it 
is my turn to choose, I love to sing, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day,” because of the message of hope and assurance that God is 
alive and in control, no matter how dark the world appears.  
 
I heard the bells on Christmas day, their old familiar carols play 
And mild and sweet their songs repeat, of peace on earth good 
will to men  
And in despair I bowed my head, there is no peace on earth I said 
For hate is strong and mocks the song, of peace on earth, good 
will to men  
Then rang the bells more loud and deep, God is not dead, nor 
does he sleep The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace 
on earth, good will to men! 
 
Looking back over this year, we are assured of God’s goodness and 
grace, and His guidance for the mission in Haiti.  We are thankful 
for three new classrooms in our school, for the second year of a 
graduating class, for a brand new well in a neighborhood that had 
no water, for many students that have given their lives to Christ, 
and for new life.  We also mourn the loss of one of our own staff, 
and hurt for the many who continue to struggle in poverty.  We are 
thankful that we have a God who will prevail and will right all 
wrongs one day.  In the meantime, we will continue to serve Him 
and His children in Haiti.  Thank you to our House of Hope family 
for serving with us! May you have a Merry Christmas and Joyful 
New Year! 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, good 

will toward men.   

Luke 2:14 



Above,  youth (four are pictured) are taking driving lessons on 
Saturdays.   The  ability to drive in Haiti will give them  additional 
opportunities to earn money in the future.   
 
Left:   Some of the youth from the Troubaguette orphanage    
before heading over to our Williamson secondary school.  This  
year, we have three more in  the 13th and final grade. 
 

School Days & Beyond—-this fall was the eighth school year at our Williamson school and the third 

year we have offered preschool  through 13th grade, with  725 students from all over.   The kids in both of our or-
phanages keep growing up and moving up!  We have three more Troubaguette kids in 13th grade this year—
Lemy, Agnes & Stephania, so we will be working with them to find out what they want to do after they graduate, 
and they will continue to need our support.   Also, this fall, several of our kids are attending vocational school in 
the afternoons.  Five have been going to driving school, one is taking computer classes, and  others are enrolled 
in cooking and tiling school.   

Right:   The younger ones at Troubaguette attend the ele-
mentary school next to the orphanage.  When they reach 
7th grade, they commute over to the secondary  school in 
Williamson. 
 
Below:  Williamson kids are ready for school!  



Left,  Taijohn, one of the kids at 
the Williamson orphanage, was 
playing soccer when he fell and 
broke his wrist.  The  initial  
doctor tried to set it, but it was 
not done correctly.  Our staff 
took him to an orthopedic    
surgeon at a hospital about 
one hour north.  After x-rays, it 
was determined that surgery 
was required.  The surgery was   
successful, and  Taijohn is fine 
now.   We are thankful that the 
mission had the funds to pay 
for the surgery.     
Right:  Mackendy works on his 
computer lessons.  The House 
of Hope is paying for him to 
attend computer  classes twice 
a week at vocational school.  
Mackendy loves to learn  and  
wants to make his sponsor, Jo 
Ann, proud! 

 
 
 
 

Above:  the House of Hope gives Bibles to students at our 
school who give their lives to Christ. This year already, more 
than thirty students have put their faith in Jesus after hearing 
the Gospel at school,  largely through the efforts of Pastor Ar-
mand, who directs the orphanage and teaches at the school.  

Above, right:   This little cutie, “Wannqui,”  used to attend our preschool 
in Williamson, and  he  captured the hearts of some the college students 
from Missouri that were visiting.   One of the students, Liz, looked for Wannqui when she returned to Haiti, but he 
was not in school.  She found out that his mother had died, and he was now living with relatives in a nearby town, 
but they could not  afford to send him to school.  Liz  offered to sponsor him if we could help him.  Not wanting to 
take him from relatives, we decided to help the family send him to school in their town by paying school tuition, 
and purchasing his books and uniform.  With Liz’s help,  Wannqui is now happily attending school.  We will contin-
ue to help the family with school expenses so Wannqui can continue to learn and grow.  Thank you to Liz for her 
big heart and generosity!! 



All we want for Christmas…. 
 Scholarship & launching kids:   Our scholarship fund is to 

help our kids who are growing up by sending them to follow-
on schools, helping them to acquire employable job skills, or 
assisting them to start their own businesses.  Approaching 
young adulthood and independence can be a scary time, and 
they need a boost from us!   

 
 Dorm Roofs:  The dorm roofs are leaking, despite many re-

pairs.  They need to be replaced, which will cost about $7000.   
 
 Many Needs: Our biggest need continues to be for general 

funds to meet our monthly budget of over $13,000 just to 
pay for staff & teachers, food & supplies, repairs, bus expens-
es, medical expenses, Bibles, school uniforms & books, school 
desks & benches, etc.   

 

Thank you for your support! 

Revenue & Expenditures  Jan 1—Nov 30, 2017 
 

  Revenue                                                                     $  169,141 
  Expenditures:  
  Original House of Hope & School Operating Expenses                           23,440 
  Williamson K-13 & Mountain School Operating Expenses                    54,235 
  Valley HOH (Williamson) Orphanage Operating Expenses                    56,339 
  Haiti  Office, Administrative, Travel, & Miscellaneous Fees                   3,239 
  Vocational training/launching kids                                              2,397 
  Outreach—Bibles & scholarships                                                                  1,008                                                                                             
  New community well (3rd well project)                                                      8,279 
  Three new classrooms for kindergarten                                                    34,000                   
  Other improvements, furniture & equipment                                            1,223 
    
     Total Expenditures                                                                    $   184,160 
 
Note: The above  does not include the value of in-kind gifts given and distrib-
uted or the out-of-pocket expenses paid by volunteers for travel, postage, 
telephone, printing, wire fees and other   administrative costs. 

In MEMORY 
In September we lost Mercius Berson, or “Yel,” 

after a sudden illness.  Yel, 39, was a housefather 
in the boys’ dorm and the sixth grade teacher at 

our school.  He was a husband and father, a gentle 
soul who loved the Lord. He left behind a wife and 

four children.  We are grateful to our HOHH family, 
who have stepped up to sponsor his kids so they 
can continue to be cared for and attend school.   

We know he is at peace with the Lord, but we will 
miss him very much. 

How to Donate: 
 
Find the “Donate”  button on our website at 

www.houseofhopehaiti.com                           
You can make a one-time payment or easily 
set up an automatic recurring payment se-

curely with Paypal. 
 

 OR 
Send a check to: 

House of Hope Haiti 
917 R Lane, Oberlin, KS 67749 

 
Your gifts are tax-deductible. 

THANK YOU! 

Right:  another big thank you to Orphan Grain Train, out of 
Norfolk, Nebraska.  They have been sending the House of 
Hope Haiti shipments of nutritious rice meals, and 50 lb bags 
of beans.  We have distributed these meals between both 
orphanages, to poor families in the community and moun-
tain villages, and to some of our former orphanage kids who 
are living with relatives.  They are a huge blessing!   


