
 School starts October 4th in Haiti. In the aftermath of the 
earthquake, some changes have occurred in the school situation. 
For example, even though there was no physical damage to the 
Good Samaritan School( at the site of our original orphanage), 
many children did not return in the weeks after the earthquake.   
We were told that the psychological trauma of the earthquake has 
prevented many parents from sending their children to school.  
(The earthquake happened during school hours, and tragically, 
parents were separated from their children because of it.) We be-
lieve that the school, which our ministry supports, will slowly re-
turn to full strength this next year. 

In Williamson, we will offer K-4th grade in the new school that 
includes the  new Valley House of Hope orphans.  We will also 
offer 7th - 9th grade. Each grade will have about 25 students. Each 
year we plan to add another grade, so that the Williamson school 
will be a K-12th grade school within 3 years. 

Classes for the younger children will be held in the structure that 
we will call Grace Pavilion (because  of God’s amazing  grace for 
us and in honor of Grace Knuth of Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, who has done so much for the House of Hope 
ministry.) 

Grades 7-9 will be held in the new building (pictured at right un-
der construction) next to the VHOH orphanage. You may recall 
that the building used last year for grades 7 and 8 had a concrete 
roof.  Since the earthquake, schools in Haiti can no longer have 
concrete roofs.  That building has been converted into Director’s 
quarters for Pastor Quene and his family. 

A New School Year Begins! 
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In the mountain community, 60 children attended 
the school that we opened last year.  This year we are 
offering another grade, and we will not know until 
school starts what the attendance will be. We have 
found that one of the challenges in the mountain 
school is to help the families value school enough to 
make sure that their children are there every day.   
David, the director, told us that school supplies, such 
as backpacks and other items, help reinforce the idea 
that school is important and valuable.  Your contin-
ued support and prayers for these children is so im-
portant.  Not only are they learning skills to help 
them succeed in life, but they are learning about their 
creator and how to live in His ways. 

Grace Pavilion, above, serves as a grade school, cafeteria, and 

church building at Williamson. 

Children in the mountain community register 

for school this fall. 

The new high school building is under construction.  

In the background is the Valley House of Hope        

orphanage, which is nearly complete. 

You can sponsor an elementary or 

high school student for $20/month. 

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope 

comes from Him.  He alone is my rock and my 

salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be 

shaken.  Psalm 62: 5-6 



What’s a “D.F.” degree?                      

Protein in Haiti is scarce, but you’d think since 
Haiti is an island nation, fish would be plenti-
ful. However, Haitians lack access to fishing 
boats that can go into deep water, and the wa-
ter near the shore does not nearly provide for 
the demand for protein. 

Some groups have found success in raising  
tilapia on fish farms in Haiti.  As part of our 
ministry, we would like to start a fish farm, in 
order to provide protein for the children in our 
orphanages, and to help create self-sustaining 
jobs for the people in the community. 

On our July trip to Haiti, we visited a tilapia 
operation run by friends of the owner of the 
hotel where we stayed. They offered to supply 
us with fingerlings (little fish) to stock our 
ponds when we start. 

Tilapia (at left) is a 

fish that can be 

farmed in Haiti.  It 

could provide a good 

source of protein for 

the children of our 

ministry.  Below is 

one of the ponds at a 

nearby fish farm. 

We are also relying on the 
expertise of Bill Hale, a fish 
farmer from the McCook, 
Nebraska area. Besides being 
a professional fish farmer for 
about 40 years, Bill has 
helped install some fish 
farms in Africa, and even 
wrote a manual on how to do 
it. When asked how he 
learned how to be a fish 
farmer, Bill replied that he 
has a “D.F” degree, which 
stands for “Dead Fish.” He 
told us to start small with 
our fish farm and to fully 
expect to kill some fish as we 
learn! Thanks to Kristin Sass 
and her mom, Bill’s tilapia  
manual has been typed into a 

Microsoft Word document. 

We plan to use the manual as the ba-
sis for a training manual in Haiti, and 
we’d like to teach as many people in 
Haiti as we can to raise fish. I guess 
you could say that we hope to offer a 
D.F. degree within the next couple of 
years! 

Mountain rain-water       

project expands 

A few weeks ago someone asked me what was 
the best way to help people in Haiti get access 
to clean water. Often the solution is to dig a 
well and add a water-purification system, such 
as slow sand filtration.  However, there is no 
“one size fits all” solution. For example, the 
people in the mountain village where we have 
been working have access to clean water from 
a spring. The problem is that the spring is 
about 10-minute walk from their village, and  

the water only trickles out, so they are not able to use it as a reliable 
source of water. 

After several attempts to dig wells, which kept caving in, we built a rain
-water collection system attached to the church/school. The cistern  
collects rain water, and we are adding a lid to the cistern to keep  curi-
ous children out!  We’re also building a small cistern that will  be used 

to water animals. 

Even with the cistern, there is a need for more 
water in the community.  There are perhaps 
30 homes in their mountain village that have 
metal roofs. We have begun to add rain-water 
collection systems to their homes.  This has 
been a big project for David Baptiste, who 
oversees our mountain ministry.  First, he has 
to go to Port-au-Prince to purchase the bar-
rels. He then arranges to have the barrels de-
livered to his house and notifies the people in 
the mountains to pick up a barrel at his house. 
They carry the barrels 4000 feet up the moun-
tain. So far, David has purchased 10 barrels 
and 7 of them have been carried up the moun-
tain. Once all ten barrels are on the mountain, 
he will go up there to install the pipes on the 
roofs that collect the rain water. We hope to 
give a rain-water system to each home in the 
village this year. 

After that, we hope to repeat the project in 
other mountain villages. We estimate the cost 
of each system to be about $70.  Access to 
clean water will mean better health for these 
people, as well as water for their animals and 
crops. 

(Above) The cistern attached to the school /collects rain-water for 

the    mountain community. 



 

You may send your tax-
deductible gift to: 

House of Hope Haiti                  
917 R Lane                                    

Oberlin, KS 67749 

or 

donate online at 
www.houseofhopehaiti.com 

 

Contact us at 
bellamy@nwmissouri.edu 

A Place to Lay their 
Heads 

Sometimes it is overwhelming to know 
that God has called us to provide for 
the needs of the seventeen children at 
the original House of Hope, and now 
the 36 children at the Valley House of 
Hope.  As you all know, it is a huge re-
sponsibility.  Just as for our own chil-
dren, we want them to be healthy, 
loved, educated, and to one day give 
their lives to Jesus.  It’s hard not to be 
daunted. 

However, God has always provided 
through His faithful servants, our won-
derful House of Hope donors and 
sponsors. God has touched your hearts 
and you have obeyed Him through 
your faithful giving and prayers. 

For a while after the earthquake, the 
children at the original orphanage, like 
many in people in Haiti, refused to  
sleep inside.  As a result, some of their 
mattresses were ruined.   And as the 
children at the new orphanage waited 
for the construction of the building to 
be complete, they slept on mats in 
tents. 

When we visited in July, we were able 
to purchase mattresses and bunk beds 
so that all the children could  sleep 
comfortably.  Unfortunately, the cost 
was much higher than we anticipated.  
One of our wonderful donors, who was 
on the trip, personally purchased many 
of the beds and mattresses.  The chil-
dren are so blessed to have people like 
her and you, who are attentive to God’s 
voice to provide for their daily needs. 

Jobens Moleon (staff  in Haiti)  helps Jim Hegwood  and others set 

up bunk beds and mattresses at the Valley House of Hope. 

Some current and future projects: 

 Finish security fence around Williamson 

compound 

 Start a medical clinic within a year 

 Install a solar-power system to provide elec-

tricity and running water for the orphanage 

and schools 

 Start a tilapia project to provide protein and 

economic self-sufficiency 

Jenn Ray and others on the July mission trip sing songs as part of 

VBS .  The team did VBS at both orphanages, built school benches, 

registered children for school, and ministered to the people of Haiti. 


