
Through God’s 
amazing grace and your 
faithful support, the El 
Shammah High School in 
Williamson opened its 
doors on Monday, Septem-
ber 14

th
 to fifty 7th 

 
and 8th 

graders! The school is part 
of the House of Hope’s 
mission to provide Christian 
and secular education for 
the children at the House of 
Hope as they grow,  as well 
as for other children in the 
community. The opportunity 
to attend an affordable sec-
ondary school is extremely 
rare in this region of Haiti, 
and the El Shammah High 
School is helping to meet 
that critical need. A small fee 
of $2 per month is charged 
per student, in order for the 
students and their families to 
value the educational oppor-
tunity; however, the fee is 
low enough that children 
who would normally not be 
able to afford school can 
attend. The House of Hope 
provides the funding for the 
rest of the school’s costs, 
and is currently looking for 
additional donations to con-
tribute toward these costs. 
We hope to add one grade 
per year to provide a com-
plete education for the stu-

dents. 

Some of the stu-
dents attending are as old as 
18.  It is not uncommon for 
students to be much older 
than what we would expect 
in America, because the 
opportunity to attend school 
continuously has not been 

available to many. 

Classes Start at The  

El Shammah High School  

Above, right: The newly constructed El Shamah High School also 
serves as a church for a new congregation led by Pastor Quene.                  

Below: Excited students on their first day of school! 

El Shammah        
Primary School        

Rebuilding   after 
Damage 

The K- 6
th

 grade 
school in the mountains was 
named the El Shammah Pri-
mary School, in order to em-
phasize the connection with 
the high school in Williamson. 
Our goal in the coming years 
is to build dormitories in Wil-
liamson so that children from 
the mountains will be able to 
live there during the week 
while they attend high 

school. 

The El Shammah 
Primary School is about a 
month behind schedule. Un-
fortunately, during construc-
tion, high winds blew part of 
the walls over before they 
were adequately supported. 
They are now in the process 
of reinforcing the walls and 
will try to get a metal roof on 
the school/church this next 
month.  When the school 
opens in October, we expect 
to be able to afford to edu-
cate about fifty children in 
Kindergarten and First Grade. 
We are looking for donors 
who are willing to sponsor 
children in the schools for 

$20/month. 

High winds damaged the El Shammah Primary 

School  in the mountains of Haiti. 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

The House of Hope Haiti is a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization.  Your contri-

butions are tax-deductible, and 100% 

of donations go to ministry. 



The first week of June  in Oberlin, Kansas 
means time for Vacation Bible School, a 
cooperative effort by six local churches in 
town.  Each year, the VBS focuses on a 
mission project to raise the awareness of 
the needs in Oberlin and around the 
world.  This year, the mission focused on 
the House of Hope and  schools in Haiti.  
The children in the Oberlin community 
have become familiar with this mission,  
since the Oberlin Elementary School and 
the Good Samaritan School (connected 
to the House of Hope) have become sis-
ter schools.  First, the VBS leaders de-
cided to purchase approximately 15-20 
backpacks in all colors and styles.  They 
then challenged the kids to bring pen-
nies on Tuesday, nickels on Wednesday, 
dimes on Thursday and quarters on Fri-
day to purchase school supplies to put in 
those backpacks.  The children also wrote 
notes and placed them in the backpacks 
for the Haitian children to see.  It was a 
blessing to see the children come in each 

P A G E  2  H O U S E  O F  H O P E ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

    Farmers’ Market Group and VBS Raise Funds for House 
of Hope & Schools 

Two New Board Members! 

with their baggies of coins and 
drop them in the offering plate.  
We were all surprised when the 
last day total was $228.00!  
Johanna Mason, who helped 
lead the Oberlin VBS stated, “I 
believe God blessed and multi-
plied the offerings so we could 
bless this mission.”  The supplies 
will be delivered in early January 

2010. 

VBS leaders in Oberlin, Kansas, count the offering 

for the House of Hope and schools 

 

You can sponsor 

a school child in 

the El Shammah 

schools for 

$20/month 

In the July 2009 newsletter, we mentioned that the site of our new high 
school, the El Shammah (The Lord is Here), is located in a Haitian commu-
nity that has no bathrooms.  Thanks to a fundraiser organized by Marilynn 
Bahr and friends in Topeka, Kansas, we were able to send $1000 to Haiti to 
build two bathrooms.  The photo at left shows the group selling produce at 
the farmers’ market to raise money for the House of Hope. They raised 
$500 and Gary Niehoff was able to get matching funds from Thrivent, an 
insurance company with ties to the Lutheran church. I’m sure we’d all 
agree that the bathrooms built with the funds they raised are a welcome 

addition to El Shammah High School! 

At our annual meeting this summer, the board of directors  of 
The House of Hope Haiti voted to add two members to the 
board of directors, Corky Krizek and Mary Ann Erickson. Both 
women have been to Haiti to see the work first hand and 
have been very instrumental in helping the ministry find do-
nors so that we can expand. We are excited to partner with 

these God-fearing women to help the children of Haiti. 

   The House of Hope is a Christian ministry located about 41 

miles north of Port au Prince, Haiti.  The ministry is dedi-

cated to spreading the love of Jesus by providing food, shelter, 

clothing, and both Christian and secular education to the     

children of Haiti.         www.houseofhopehaiti.com 

“Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue, but with actions and 
in truth.”  1 John 3:18 

Next Trip to Haiti in January 

We plan to leave Thursday, December 31
st
 and return Wednesday, 

January 6
th

, and  will purchase  airline tickets about the middle of 
November. The total cost  is usually about $1,100, including meals 
and transportation in Haiti. We will have VBS with hundreds of kids 
and worki with the believers at the churches associated with the 
schools that you all support. Please contact me if you are interested 

in going on the trip. bellamy@nwmissouri.edu 


