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Up Close and Personal in Haiti!
They’re growing up so fast…..
The 17 kids at the original House of Hope are doing so well, but
they’re growing up too fast! Many of them are teen-agers now,
in middle school, and thinking about their futures. Our focus
more and more for them is how to help launch them—we hope
and pray that they can all continue their schooling and training

Just before Christmas, a small group of us headed to Haiti to visit
our projects there. I have been going to Haiti a few times a year
since we started the ministry, but because I am usually so busy
with the details of the trip and managing projects, I don’t get to
spend that much time with the kids or the house-parents, cooks,
& other workers that are with them every day. This time, I

and become the kind of adults Haiti and the world needs—men
and women who will be the Christian leaders of their country.
Many of them already demonstrate a deep commitment to
Christ and an understanding of their calling to serve their own
people. Please continue to support and pray for them as they
grow into the people that God made them to be.

Above: Even though they’re growing up, they still love presents! Here, the kids from the original House of Hope excitedly
open Christmas presents from their sponsors. Thank you to
the sponsors for making them feel so loved.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid. John 4:27

stayed several nights at the Williamson orphanage (Valley House
of Hope) in the guest room. Staying there taught me a few
things: 1. You are never lonely—kids, workers, townspeople &
their families make a point to come visit and talk at all hours. 2.
The kids (like my own little boy) love any attention you give
them. They are also very curious—at any given time they were
inspecting my hair, skin, glasses, etc. If you ever want a thorough
check-up, kids in Haiti will do it. 3. You don’t sleep in—at the
crack of dawn, roosters and little boys are all up and checking on
you.
I ate with the kids and staff, drank the water from our new well
and to my surprise, my stomach felt even better than in previous
trips.
I’m really glad that I was able to spend more quality time with the
kids, and we are working to improve the facilities so that more
volunteers can spend time there when they visit and develop
deeper relationships with our kids and brothers in sisters in
Christ in Haiti. Mike Bellamy

HOHH Reaches More Mountain Villages
In 2008, HOHH began expanding our ministry to reach a mountain village, several thousand feet up (a grueling hike, as many of you
have experienced!). HOHH built a church/school for the community
there (Duverger) with a water cistern connected to it. Over the last
three years, we have paid for teachers at the K-4 school, books &
school supplies, chickens, pigs, tools, trees, water barrels, clothes,
medicine, etc. While the community is still poor, they now have hope
for a better life and education for their children, and a continual witness to the love and power of Jesus Christ.
Along the same
mountain ridge,
there are many other
mountain villages
that struggle with
poverty, lack of education, clean water,
and a means to grow
economically. They
have heard about
what HOHH has
done for Duverger
and have been praying for help for their
communities also. Some of HOHH’s staff in Haiti, David Baptiste and
Pastor Gesner, have been using their own time and resources to help
these villages.
In December, David took several members of the mission team
up the mountain and visited two of these communities. The experience was extremely humbling. The team was delayed arriving at
Bwadom, one of the
villages. When they
arrived in the afternoon, they found that
the pastor and village
people had waited for
hours for the group to
arrive, and had prepared them a very
nice meal (bottom,
left), which would
have cost them dearly
to provide. When the
pastor greeted the
Americans, he praised
them for their “sacrifice” in coming so far.
Mike said, “I’m from the wealthiest country in the world. We
have cars, and our teenagers have cars. This is not a sacrifice for me.
You, on the other hand, are taking care of the orphans in your community the best you can, and you sometimes go hungry to do it. That is
the real sacrifice.” Bwadom has a school made out of sticks (above)
and they can’t afford to pay their teachers. Not only that, they are taking care of 10 orphans from their community. HOHH has started supplementing the teachers’ salaries at Bwadom, and in May, with the
help of Christian Campus House students
from Northwest Missouri State University,
we hope to help them
economically by
providing goats to families to supplement
their income and pay
for their school Please
pray that God will direct and bless these
children of His.

What do you do when you have a medical clinic, but no medicine, equipment,
or money to pay medical staff?
That’s the problem
facing Pierre. You
might remember
Pierre from previous newsletters—
he’s a Christian
Haitian entrepreneur who funds an
orphanage of more
than 50 from the
money he can pull
together from his
businesses. Last
year, HOHH raised
$5500 to buy beds
and mattresses for
his orphanage.
Pierre also has a
clinic that he would
like to serve his
community and
kids, but it lacks enough funding for the basic necessities.
HOHH would like to help him in the short and long term.
In the short term, JoAnn Stock, Carol Wilkerson, Hannah
Ong, and others are planning to send medical teams and
raise money for medicines for his clinic and others. Orphan Grain train is also delivering dental chairs and equipment. In the long term, we are hoping to help Pierre
launch his own water-purification business through help
from grants from foundations that fund this type of economic assistance. Please pray for these groups, Pierre, and
HOHH as we seek how best to help his clinic, orphanage,
and his people.

Snapshots from the House of Hope Haiti this December:

What happens when you bring a football to Haiti:
“Hey guys, want to play football? Look at this cool one I brought!”
Kids: “That’s the strangest-looking soccer ball we’ve ever seen….but I guess we’ll make it work!”

Clockwise, from top left: The girls show off their pretty “pillow-case dresses,” lovingly hand-made just for them; Julio jams
on the “guitar” he made; Wadson studies God’s Word; the kids help Jay Gaster sift sand for cement.

Scenes from HOHH continued...

Clockwise from top left: Marilyn Gaster helps house-parents Yolaine and Nene pick rocks out of the beans; Jim Gaster puts
shelves up in the dorm; Hannah Ong helps the kids make bread for supper; pre-kinder kids at school at VHOH.

HOHH Current and Future Projects:
Please continue to PRAY for the House of
Hope Haiti ministry. Your prayers are the
most important way that you can join with
us in God’s work in Haiti.
1. Please pray for several groups planning travel to our
sites this summer, starting in May. Please pray for
their safety, effectiveness, and wisdom.
2. Pray especially for two young people, Sarah Hayes
and Garrett Hawk, who will be spending a longer
time in Haiti this summer working with the kids
and staff there.
3. Pray that all the current and future projects will always be covered by God’s wisdom, direction and
timing. We want to stay firmly in His will.
4. Pray for the children at the orphanages, schools,
and villages that HOHH works in, that they would
grow strong and healthy in the Lord.
5. Pray for our Haitian directors, house-parents,
teachers, cooks & laborers, that they would be
faithful, joyful, and not grow weary.

1. Finish and improve the Valley House of Hope
Orphanage and schools by installing solar panels,
fixing the kitchen, wiring the dorms, finishing
plumbing & wiring, and cementing & painting
walls.
2. Partner with Poverty Resolutions this summer to
expand our school in Williamson to have room for
a 10th grade and more classroom space and start
the tilapia project.
3. Continue our clean-water projects by implementing a chlorination process for the water at the Williamson well, teaching the high school students
how to purify water, and providing low-cost clean
water for the community.
4. Work with the mountain villages of Bwadom and
others to help them develop self-sustaining ways
to fund their schools.
5. Help Pierre’s medical clinic and orphanage by
helping his water-purification business.
6. Complete the complicated red-tape processes with
the Haitian government.

THERE’S A NEW WAY TO DONATE TO HOUSE OF HOPE HAITI:
House of Hope Haiti now has the capability to accept recurring payments and one-time
donations by credit card. Simply fill out the credit card authorization form below and send
it to us (or scan and email to the address below), and we will bill your credit card as you
direct. Your personal information is secure with us and we will only use it as you direct.
We also accept personal checks and donations made online at www.houseofhopehaiti.com
If you have any questions, feel free to email us at houseofhopehaiti@embarqmail.com

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM
HOUSE OF HOPE HAITI
NAME:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ___________________________________ EMAIL: _______________________________________________________
Please bill my credit card as follows:
$______________ every month on the ____ 1 st or ____ 15th of each month, starting on _________________________(date)
AND/OR today I would like to donate $______________ as a one-time donation.
Donation Designation: Please indicate below how you would like your donation used. You may donate to multiple designations by
indicating a dollar amount in the spaces. By designating “where most needed,” your donation will be used where it can have the
greatest impact.
Child Sponsorship

$____________

Name of child__________________________________________________________

Where Most Needed $____________

Other (clean water, scholarships, orphanage improvements)$____________________

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

Card type: ____MasterCard

_____Visa

_____Discover

Card#:_____________-______________-______________-______________ Expiration date: _______/_______ CVV___________
Name as it appears on card:___________________________________________________________________________________
Billing address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________ State:______________ Zip: ___________________
AUTHORIZATION:
I authorize House of Hope Haiti to charge my credit card as indicated above. Authorization for monthly donations will remain in effect
until I notify House of Hope Haiti in writing that I wish to make a change to my donation or to terminate this agreement.
Date: __________________ Signature of Cardholder: _____________________________________________________

Mail completed form to

House of Hope Haiti
917 R. Lane
Oberlin, KS 67749

Or scan and email to: houseofhopehaiti@embarqmail.com

House of Hope Haiti is a 501 (c) 3 charity and your gifts are tax-deductible. As always, you may also donate by sending a check to
the above address or donating online at www.houseofhopehaiti.com. All your donations are used for ministry in Haiti. Our U.S. staff
is all-volunteer and U.S. administrative costs are paid out-of-pocket by our volunteers or by gifts designated for that purpose.

