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Valley House of
Hope
Orphanage Nears
Completion
Progress continues on the Valley House of
Hope Orphanage for the 27 new children
now living on-site and up to 23 more.
Since the earthquake, new buildings are
being constructed with metal, rather than
cement, roofs. Because of all the new construction, it is difficult and expensive to find
metal for roofs. The delay in finding the
material has put the building behind
schedule, but we are hoping that the children will move into the new facility by the
end of June.
When we took in the new children at Valley Hope House of Hope, we realized that
that they would need to go to school. We
decided that the safest option would be to
educate them on-site. For now, school has
started in tents on the property, but a new
structure is being built that will serve as an
elementary school, cafeteria, and church
building. The middle school is being converted to the director’s living quarters, and
a new building for the secondary school
will be built this fall.

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against that house; yet it did not fall because it had its foundation
on the rock.” Matthew 7:24-25

At right, the new children attend school in a tent on the orphanage site. Above, a multipurpose structure is being built and will be
used as a cafeteria, school, and church. We hope for this to be completed by the end of June.
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Computer/English Training
One of the goals of the House of Hope Haiti is to
provide employable skills to the children and
youth that we work with. Knowing English is an
important skill, since it can open doors for jobs
and higher education. We were fortunate to get
a good deal on 10 copies of Tell Me More English, a very comprehensive English language
learning software. It is interactive and has 10
different skill levels. We hope to purchase 10
desktop computers to have a computing center
where students will use the Tell Me More English
software. Students of both the primary and secondary school in Williamson will rotate through
the computing center and use the interactive
software. David Baptiste has also begun to give
English lessons to the children at the original
House of Hope orphanage so that they can be Exciting news for everyone who sponsors a child in Haiti!
ready to start with the software in Williamson You may now contact your child once a month by e-mail. We are
when they reach the 7th grade.
asking you to keep your correspondence brief (one paragraph) as it
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will have to be translated. The following are the contacts for
emailing your children, depending on where they are. These contacts will forward your email to a translator in Haiti.



Finish security fence around Valley House of Hope
Orphanage & school site (estimated $4000 cost)



Sponsors for remaining middle school children
($20/month) and future children at the Valley
House of Hope ($40/month)



Bunk beds for the Valley House of Hope Orphanage (30 @$100/per child)

Valley House of Hope (new): If your child’s last name starts with



Desktop computers for computing center at middle
school/high school (estimated $300 each)

A – K:

Missy Nelson at nelson@mccooknet.com

L–Z:

Nannette Zander at nzander@ruraltel.net

Mountain School: Donna Barr at dbarr@cox.net
Middle School:

Missy Nelson nelson@mccooknet.com

House of Hope:

Eleanor Hiskey behisone@yahoo.com

“Dear Sponsor:
Hi! I’m Stenio Norcelus. I’m in
third grade. I love my school. I
love my teacher. I love the place
that I am. I love Haiti so much.
I’m praying God for you to keep
supporting me. I’m praying Him so
He’ll always provide for you. I love
you so much, hope to see you soon.
Thank you for everything.”

(Email from Stenio

to his sponsors, Rev. Wally
and Linda Friedrichs)

Troy Hayes poses with the original House of Hope kids in March 2010. All of them
received blankets with their names stitched on them (thanks to Sarah Hayes) and
totes with goodies inside.

House of Hope Haiti is a Christian
ministry operating in Haiti. We are
a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity, and
your gifts are tax-deductible.
www.houseofhopehaiti.com
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A JOURNEY TO HAITI...and back
By Sara Andreesen

January 6th, 2010 - I sat quietly staring straight ahead after boarding an American Airlines jet in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, ready to return
to the USA after a week's stay. As we taxied down the runway, I
knew I had been changed. We all had been. How could anyone
leave these people without being changed? I knew we would
come back and help. Somehow. Someday.
Our family of four was fortunate enough to travel to Haiti in January, 2010. Our group of 28 spent the week working and playing
with HOH orphans, students and staff (plus many townspeople
and community kids) through Bible schools, games, singing, teaching, helping, hugging and holding. The culture shock of experiencing the abject poverty of Haiti paled after seeing the smiles of the
kids and meeting the Haitian House of Hope ministry team. During
our week, we distributed over 2,000 Haitian Creole and French
Bibles, observed a baptism in the ocean, climbed a mountain to
one of HOH's primary schools, attended a long and lively
church service, and even helped with a Haitian wedding!
January 12th back in Nebraska - My son called from Omaha late in the afternoon and urged me to turn on the TV. Haiti had been hit with a huge earthquake. As the evening wore on and the news became more and more grim, I
cried so deep, so hard that it literally hurt. Why, dear God? Why
would you allow more suffering to these already impoverished, struggling
people? How would this nation ever come back from this? What had become
of the orphans, the school kids, and our new friends in Haiti? In the days to
come, many people remarked about how "lucky" we were to make it home just
before the earthquake. I know I speak for many from our group when I say
that there's no place we'd rather have been after the earthquake than in Haiti,
helping the people in their darkest hour.
After the earthquake, six of us from the Ord Haiti team gathered, knowing our
entire group wanted to do something for the people of Haiti. Team member
Tom Thompson felt very strongly that it was God's urging that we help build a
50-bed orphanage. We decided to see what God would do. This is what we
witnessed: In 2 short months the 4,200 citizens of Valley County, NE, raised
and donated over $27,000 to help build Valley House of Hope Orphanage in
Williamson. Ground was broken for the orphanage in early March 2010, and
the structure is almost complete. Here in Valley County, NE, we watched God
unite a county and work to build support for the Haitian people. He raised
funds in amazing ways as one opportunity after another unfolded. We truly
experienced God. When you're on board with the King of Kings - anything is
possible.

March 2010 My husband, son, and I returned to Haiti with a small group to check
the progress of the new orphanage. I was filled with anxiety not knowing if my
heart was ready to see Haiti in it's ravaged grief. It was hard to imagine how conditions could get more despairing from our first trip, but they had, considerably. With one step outside of the damaged airport we were face-to-face
with child amputees, the hungry, the desperate, all looking for any kind of help
from anyone coming off that plane. Wanting to escape my brokenness, I was
never so thankful to see the smiles and faces of our Haitian friends who came to
get us. There were thousands of people and children amongst the makeshift tents
that lined the filthy streets. The tent cities were strewn about the city and the countryside for miles and miles as we headed north toward our destination. We were
all quiet as we rode in the back of that pickup truck, realizing for ourselves the devastation and humanitarian mess the earthquake left behind. It was beyond heart
wrenching; it sickened me. As we traveled up the coast to Williamson, I fought the
feeling of being very small, helpless, and hopeless in my humanity. Although I
knew deep down that the omnipresent, almighty, powerful God that raised every
penny needed for a new orphanage would not disappoint or hide His glory, it was
a struggle to see Him now. As we pulled on to the House of Hope's land,
we saw His light of glory shining through. Seeing the foundation for the new orphanage building, and meeting the 21 newly orphaned kids for the first time, the
shift in my heart began, witnessing first-hand the awesomeness and provisional
power of the God of this city, the King of these people, the Hope to the hopeless.

