
 

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
 
“Which of  these do you think was a neighbor…?” The expert in the law replied, “The 
one who had mercy on him.”  Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10: 36-37 
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Sometimes They’re at Your Doorstep.  

About a year ago, as is his custom, one of our board members 

was visiting community members and neighbors of our William-

son orphanage.  Directly across the street from the orphanage 

he found a struggling family who had just suffered tragedy and 

loss. There was no father, and the mother had just died after 

giving birth to twins.  The family  of nine siblings was left with no 

money and nothing but sugar water to feed the babies.   One of 

the babies  was close to death.  Our board member took the 

baby to the doctor several times and purchased milk and other 

food for the family.  The oldest daughter attends high school and 

is trying to take care of her eight siblings. In order for her to be 

able to continue to go to school, the family needed continued 

support.  Thankfully, our board member and some other individ-

uals from a church in Tennessee have continued to support this 

family.  They were recently given some seed money to start a little business selling rice and beans in the market.  The babies are 

doing well now.   What a great lesson in compassion and following God’s call to love our neighbors, wherever they might be. 

Above:  older sisters hold the now one-year-old twins.  

Helping Them Help Themselves.   Sometimes it is difficult to know the best way to help our neighbors.  In the short 

term,  providing food and clothing for those who have nothing is the compas-

sionate thing to do.  But in the long term,  giving a “hand up”  to those who are 

willing to work and have a desire to be independent helps not only that indi-

vidual, but provides a boost for the local economy.  Besides our focus on edu-

cation, we are also wanting to start providing “microloans,” small loans to en-

trepreneurs to start little businesses.  Our first loan is to a young  Williamson 

woman who is a college graduate but was unable to find work.  We provided 

her with a small loan to raise chickens.  As part of the loan agreement, she will 

help train 

some of our 

House of 

Hope youth 

to learn the 

business 

also.  As she 

pays back the 

loan, we will 

have funds to 

make other 

microloans.   We plan to offer these loans to our students and 

families of students in our community. Please pray that God will 

multiply the blessings for these neighbors of ours! 

Above:  Geraldine with the chickens she pur-
chased with the microloan provided by HOHH.  
Right:  with some of our boys.  



 

   HOUSE OF HOPE HAITI PICTURE GALLERY 

Below:  Williamson Valley House of Hope kids took wheelbarrows 
full of rocks to fill holes and ruts in the road leading to the or-
phanage. Right:  fixing their bikes. 

Left:   Kids studying for exams.  The housemother says that 
they are competitive and all want to get the best grade! 
 
Below:  After seeing the boys play soccer, the girls wanted 
their own team!  Thanks to the Maryville Soccer Club in 
Maryville, Missouri and Coach Bayo, the girls got their own 
uniforms!  They’re so excited about learning and playing as 
a team. 

At left:   Boys excited about learning to play a new game 
they got at Christmas from their sponsors. 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.               
Colossians 3:17 



 

Far left:   We sent Duvenoit, 
one of the older boys from 
the original House of Hope, 
and Berlando from William-
son, to driving school.  We 
hope this skill will allow 
them to earn money in the 
future. 
 
Near left:  Edrice, one of the 
older boys at Williamson, is 
apprenticing with a carpen-
ter.  

Clockwise from top right:  Well-worn and read Bible in church 
at the orphanage; Jasmine translates letters for sponsors;  
being silly wearing pipe-cleaner glasses he made; learning to 
put circuits together with a new “Snap Circuits” game; family 
that received a “Proclaimer,” an audio Bible in Creole;  little 
ones at the original House of Hope getting ready for dinner 
celebration with us.   



Summer Projects and Needs 
 This May we are hoping to start work on the security wall around the Williamson orphanage.  We have 

raised about a fourth of  the about $30,000  that we need to complete it, but we are praying that we will 
be able to get a good  start on it.  College groups from the UNL Lutheran Chapel and the Christian Campus 
House at Northwest Missouri State are raising funds for the wall and plan to help build it this summer.  
Please pray for success on this project, and safety and productivity for these teams. 

 We also plan to complete the school/church building project for a permanent solution for the Duverger 
school in the mountains.   

 We are applying for a grant though Digicel, a Haitian phone company, that provides funds for schools in 
Haiti.  If we receive the grant, we will be able to add five classrooms, labs, and a laboratory to our school, 
as well as 13th grade.  Please pray for God’s blessing on this grant as this school provides a needed ser-
vice for the Williamson community and many rural and mountain villages. 

 Our monthly budget is now over $11,000 for operating expenses, not including additional costs for uni-
forms, shoes,  clothes, books & school supplies, repairs, fees, and many other expenses that come up all 
the time.  We thank God and our faithful donors for continuing to supply our needs! 

Another Way to Help! 
 If you use Thrivent Financial Services you can 
direct a portion of their charitable donations to 
the House of Hope Haiti through their Choice 
Dollars program.  It is no cost to you—but poten-
tially a big benefit to the kids at the House of 
Hope! 

Contact your Thrivent financial advisor at    800-
847-4836  to ask about donating Choice Dollars 
to: 

House of Hope Haiti (Maryville, Missouri). 

Above:  our diesel generator that we use to pump water 
for the school, our orphanage, and for the orphanage 
across the street.  Because of the constant use and 
harsh conditions in Haiti, the generator is constantly 
breaking.  We are hoping to replace it with a solar-
powered system to pump the water.  This will hopefully 
provide a sustainable, cheaper, and cleaner solution for 
pumping water.   

ANOTHER BIG 
THANK YOU TO 
ORPHAN GRAIN 
TRAIN! 
 
Orphan Grain Train, an 
organization based in 
Norfolk, Nebraska, deliv-
ered another shipment 
last month of Kids 
Against Hunger Meals, 
sewing machines, and 
clothing.  Thank you so 
much again for helping to 
feed, clothe, and help 
provide work skills to the 
people of Haiti! 

How to Donate: 
 

Find the “Donate”  button on our website at  
www.houseofhopehaiti.com   You can make a 

one-time payment or easily set up an auto-
matic recurring payment securely with Paypal. 

 
 OR 

Send a check to: 
House of Hope Haiti 

917 R Lane 
Oberlin, KS 67749 


