
June 2013 

 

 

 

 May was a busy month for our family—our oldest daughter graduated from college, became a nurse, and got married 
two weeks later!  This past weekend, we helped her and her and her new husband move to Manhattan, Kansas, where he will 
attend graduate school and she will begin her career.  As parents, we pray that they will find good job opportunities, solid Chris-
tian fellowship, and that their faith in Christ will continue to grow stronger.  
 We have the same hopes and prayers for our “House of Hope kids.”  The  House of Hope ministry is now eight years old, 
and some of the children from our first orphanage in Trou_Bagette are preparing to “leave the nest” in the next couple of years.  
As with our own children, we plan to help them  transition into educational and job opportunities where they will thrive.  To that 
end, we have been working with Mirlande, the orphanage director, to develop a plan for each child, which may or may not include 
completing high school.  High school in Haiti is academically challenging, and not many complete all 13 grades. As a college 

chemistry professor, I was surprised to learn that 
chemistry is part of the curriculum  in 10th to 13th 
grades, and some of the content is what I consider 
to be at a college level. The same is true for the 
math content.  So in Haiti,  a student who has com-
pleted 9th grade or above has achieved a high level 
of education.   In addition, the government requires 
that  students sit for a standardized test following  
6th, 9th, 12th, and 13th grades. If they do not pass 
these tests they do not move on.  To make it even 

more difficult,  the school rooms are crowded, noisy, and hot.  To be honest,  I’m not sure that I would have passed high school 
under those conditions.  
 The oldest student at Trou_Bagette is Marjorie. She is 18 years old and just finished the 8th grade. Like so many children in 
developing countries, she is old for her grade since she did not have the chance to go to school when she was younger. A new 
school has opened near the orphanage that trains young people to work in the hotel industry.  We have met with the director of 
the school and are looking into the possibility of getting Marjorie in next fall.  Duvenoit, like Marjorie, was older when he came to 
the House of Hope orphanage, so at 17 years old,  he is just finishing the 6th grade. We spoke with Mirlande about having him do 
one more year of formal education, and then sending him to study to be a plumber or electrician. Nathalia is 16 and is finishing 
the 9th grade. She will go to take a government test  soon. Mirlande believes that Nathalia is a good student and will pass the test. 
If she is able to get through 13th grade, she might be able to go to a university to study to be a teacher.  Stephania is 15, a good 
student, and wants to be a nurse.  Jasmine is an excellent student and would like to be a doctor or professor.  Lemy  and Stenio 
are interested in auto-mechanics and Agnes and Watson are  hard-working students who can go far given the opportunity.  
 Please pray for these young people that God will guide them and provide for their futures,  and pray for open doors.  
Please also consider giving to our scholarship fund, which will help provide them with a start on their life when they leave the 
House of Hope “nest.”   Mike Bellamy, President, House of Hope Haiti 
 

Above: The kids at Trou_baguette work on making 
headbands from colorful t-shirt strips.  It is our hope 
that we can sell some of these headbands  in the 
U.S. to provide scholarship money for each youth.  
Contact us if you are interested in helping raise 
funds through this project! 
Left: Agnes speaks at church, wearing an outfit she 
sewed herself.  Lemy learns to tune a guitar  he 
received as a gift.  

And we know that 
God causes every-

thing to work togeth-
er for the good of 

those who love God 
and are called ac-
cording to his pur-

pose for them.   
 

Romans 8:28  



 
Thank you for the English Bibles!  

Christ Lutheran in Topeka, United Church of 
Oberlin & McCook, Nebraska and others donated 
English Bibles for both orphanages.  The goal is to 
teach English and to spread God’s Word in the 
communities. Sammy (below) teaches English at 
the original House of Hope, and holds one of the 
donated English Bibles. He said, “Thank you for 
bringing all the Bibles for the children. I will be 
teaching the Bible stories from beginning to end, 
and sometimes a memory verse. You must thank 
the church and all the people who helped send 
them here.” 

Above: This May, Mike was able to 
teach the High School chemistry 
teachers how to make chlorine and 
treat water.  We plan to  include  the 
water treatment process in chemistry 
curriculum this fall. 

Above:  a boys’ sewing class at 
the Williamson orphanage.  Sew-
ing is a valuable skill for both men 
and women in Haiti.  We would 
like to expand the space for sew-
ing lessons, since now they have 
to take the sewing machines out-
side for lessons.  

Showing initiative & ingenuity, Belando, 
one of the older boys at Williamson, 
taught himself how to repair shoes.  The 
other children bring their shoes to him to 
fix!  We are so impressed with our kids’ 
work ethic and helpfulness. Pray that we 
can help them develop their talents and 
skills to earn a living one day. 

We finally have 
actual tables in the 
cafeteria at Wil-
liamson, thanks to 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Madison 
Nebraska!  The 
kids used to sit at 
benches and desks, 
but now sit family 
style for meals. 
Thank you! 

Below left:   kids enjoy shady play on a new swing set, thanks to the E-Free 
Youth Group of Bloomington, Ill.  Below, right: girls at Williamson wash their 
hands (and feet) before helping to make bread for supper.   

A Few Scenes from Life at the House of Hope... 



Impossible Dreams? 

 Several years ago we began to pray about opening a Christian high 
school that could serve a large portion of Central Haiti.  It had become clear that 
while there were several  primary schools in the Williamson area, there were 
very few secondary schools, and fewer that were affordable. Each year, as funds 
allowed, we have added a grade to our school, and this year, God willing, we will 
add an eleventh grade.   Our ministry is located at the foot of mountains where 
people in the subsistence farming villages are among the poorest in the world. 
They dream of going to school and getting a better life, but for most, it is an im-
possible dream.  As the House of Hope began to help some of these mountain 
village primary schools, we prayed for a way for these kids to attend our second-
ary school.  We  imagined that one day we could provide  for them to live at our 
facilities during the week while they attended secondary school; however, that 
day seemed far off.  
 On our last trip to Haiti  in May, I met two young men at our church 
service in the Williamson compound. They  told me they were from  Fond 

Baptiste, a mountain vil-
lage about a four-hour 
walk from Williamson. 
Blanc John Wally is 21 
years old and just finished 
9th grade. In the U.S., a 21 year-old 9th grader would be very unusual since by that 
age most have graduated from high school and maybe even college. However, 
Blanc is one of the few people from his village to reach this level of education. 
Blanc’s friend Durat Kesnel is 18 years old and just finished 8th grade. Both Blanc 
and Durat work as masons when they can and save money to be able to go to 
school.  It broke our hearts when we found out that they and about 20 other chil-
dren from mountain villages often go without eating and sleep outside because 
they can’t afford to attend school,  pay for a room to rent,  and buy regular food.  
 We have a two room “house” on the adjacent land where we are building 
our new high school and beginning to farm tilapia. The “house” has no electricity, 
bathroom, or water. It just has bare concrete floors and walls. I spoke with our 
school directors, Pastor Gesner and Manache, about the possibility of letting these 
young men live in the “house”. I thought that in exchange for room and board 
they could watch the property and do some chores.  
 News travelled fast and soon these, and other young men were hoping to 
be able to move into the “house”. Before we selected students, Pastor Gesner 
checked to make sure that they were good students. He selected four young men 
and made them sign a contract and agree to do some chores in exchange for 
room and board. After he selected these four, a fifth came with a hand-written 

letter. He explained that his mom had died, and that his dad was blind. He really wanted a chance to live in the “house” for so that 
he could eat regular meals while he attended school.  
 Blanc and Durat have dreams of finishing high school and going to college to study to be engineers. This might become a 
reality. But even if it does not, they, and Haiti are better off. They are reaching a level of 
education where they will be able to 
teach primary school, or attend 
some sort of trade school.  
 We know that meeting the 
physical and spiritual needs of the 
subsistence farming villages requires 
a long-term plan and commitment. 
Part of the solution is to send back 
educated young men and women 
who can be the business leaders in 
their communities.  We believe that 
our school can also meet spiritual 
needs by training these young peo-
ple up in God’s word and God’s 
ways. When they go back to their 
communities, we will be able to part-
ner with them in spreading God’s 
word in their villages.  
  

Blanc and Durat attend high school at Williamson. They and 
others walk 4 hours to get to school and sometimes go a long 
time without regular meals.  We are looking for sponsors to 
provide them with room and board so they can finish school. 

We are looking for donors 
who will commit to sponsor-
ing one of these young peo-
ple to attend school.  In the 
near future, we hope to  be 
able to expand our boarding 
facilities and provide room 
and board to more of these 
youth.  In the meantime, for 
$20/month, you can provide 
a scholarship for a mountain 
youth to attend high school 
(17 kids)  and for $30/month 
5 can receive a scholarship 
to attend school and receive 
room and board. 

School director Pastor Gesner chose five mountain kids that 
were good students to live in the little house.  In exchange for 
room and board, they will do chores around the property. 



A few more thank you’s—to the UNL Lutheran campus group for giving 
funds for and spending hot days in the sun pouring rocks into the holes in the 
road  so that the bus and other cars could pass safely, and for funds for a rab-
bit project for subsistence farmers.  Thanks to the Christian Campus House at 
Northwest Missouri State for raising money for a water collection system and 
rabbits.  Thanks to Calvary Baptist Church in State College, PA for funding and 
building a basket ball court for the kids at Williamson (at right).  Thank you to 
Calvary Lutheran in Lincoln, Nebraska for your spiritual leadership and en-
couragement with our staff and community leaders.  It’s impossible to men-
tion everyone that has helped the House of Hope—we are so grateful to the 
Body of Christ for your prayers , love for our kids and  for your financial sup-
port!   

 

 
House of  Hope’s Needs & Projects 

 
 Build new classroom space, which we have started (at right) for eleventh grade 

this year to ease the overcrowding.   The class rooms will be on the adjoining 
land so we can separate the high school from the orphanage. We will also in-
cur ongoing expenses next year of paying teachers and maintaining K-11 
grades. 

 Convert old classroom space into a new boys’ dorm.  We will need to add 
bathrooms, plumbing, closets and floors. 

 Build desperately needed bathrooms for the school.  We would like to build 
composting toilets, which are better for the environment and will last longer. 

 Build a better security wall around the orphanage to protect the kids and prop-
erty. 

 Continue to help mountain villages, their schools, and their farmers through 
agricultural and water treatment systems. 

 Send some of the older school and orphanage kids to training to raise tilapia 
on our land. 

 The House of Hope Haiti has on-going operational needs to feed, educate, and care for our kids.  We are al-
ways appreciative of your help and support for these little ones!  

How to Donate: 
 Check:  send to House of Hope Haiti, 917 R Lane, Oberlin KS 67749 
 Online:  www.houseofhopehaiti.com 
 Credit Card: cut out and send us the form below 

As always, all your donations go to Haiti ministry needs—our US volunteers pay their own expenses.  
THANK YOU for your help! 


