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Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 

shall be to all people.   
Luke 2:10 

 
 As I prepare for another trip to Haiti just before Christmas, I 
can’t help but feel anxious, knowing the work will be physi-
cally and emotionally taxing.  I also struggle because one of 
the biggest hurdles we face in Haiti is the belief that it is not 
possible to ever make it on your own without outside help.  It 
is challenging to find ways to steer projects towards self-
supporting schools, water projects, and agricultural projects, 
rather than creating or giving in to a desire for complete de-
pendence on the mission. For many in Haiti who have experi-
enced hunger and uncertainty about the future, it is not easy 
to think long term and to believe that hard work and plan-
ning will result in success.  It is hard for me not to worry about 
their futures as well. 

Another source of my anxiety is knowing that tensions in Hai-
ti often erupt into rioting or violence. On my last trip, I was 
riding with one of our Haitian friends, Sammy, to go work on 
a water project, when he abruptly yelled to the driver, “Turn 
the car around!” As we approached a small town, there was 
a disturbance up ahead, and shots were being fired into the 
crowd.  Many of us who have traveled to Haiti have experi-
enced similar “close calls,” and there is no guarantee that we 
will always avoid them. 

In Luke’s account of the first 
Christmas, the angel Gabriel 
appeared to Mary and as-
sured her, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with 
you.”  (Luke 1:27).  As Mary 
experienced being unwed and 
with child, she must have felt 
stressed and anxious, yet the 
Lord promised that He would 
be with her. In other Biblical 
accounts of those who fol-
lowed Christ, we read that 
though they often  

Left:  One of our kids is 
baptized after receiving 
Christ. Right: a group of 

students in our high school in Williamson who gave 
their lives to Christ this fall, after hearing the Gospel in 
school.  We make a promise to give each of them a Bi-
ble in Haitian creole so they can learn more about their 
Saviors' love for them. 
 

experienced troubling times, they were also filled with 
the joy of knowing the Savior and hope for eternal 
life. As Christians, when we do God’s work, we will 
feel sometimes feel overwhelmed, stressed, and anx-
ious, even when we know that God is with us.  But in 
the midst of that, we can also be filled with the Joy 
that comes through knowing Jesus as our Savior.  

One of the things that brings me joy as I go to Haiti is 
knowing that “the good news of great joy” which was 
proclaimed by the angels to the shepherds at the first 
Christmas, is also being proclaimed through our mis-
sion. For example, youth from about 20 communities 
walk up to several hours to attend our high school, in 
order to have hope for their immediate future on this 
earth. When they attend classes, they also hear the 
good news of the Gospel of Jesus, and many every 
year accept Christ as their savior. While the lives of 
these Haitian school children who accept Christ may 
never be really easy, we pray that they will experi-
ence the joy and peace that Christ gives in the midst 
of life’s trials and anxieties.  So, as I travel back to 
Haiti, I will trust in the Lord to be with me and with 
the House of Hope Haiti, as He has promised.   

May God bless you  and bring you His joy during this 
Christmas season! —Mike Bellamy 



Left:  Jasmine, one 
of the original 17 
House of Hope 
kids, is now in the 
final and 13th 
grade of our high 
school.  She is at 
the top of her class, 
and has a great 
attitude and work 
ethic.  She dreams 
of being a doctor 
and we know that 
with our help, she 
can do it! 
 
 

Above, the younger kids at the original House of Hope do their 
school work in the little school next to the orphanage.  Your do-
nations provide for their education as well as for uniforms  &  
books. Below left:  the older boys get ready to commute to our 
high school in Williamson.   Below right: the little ones have a 
smile for you! 

Then and Now—-at left is a picture of the original 17 

House of Hope kids about nine years ago.  Below, they are be-
coming young adults!  They will need our prayers and continued 
support as they prepare to move into the real world, seek higher 
education, and make a life for themselves in an uncertain econo-
my.   Please pray for them also that they will be Christian leaders 
and have a heart to serve. 



School days are here again—-this fall 

marked the second year that our school in Williamson 
has offered all the grades from Pre-K to 13th grade.  The 
classrooms are full of kids from the Williamson commu-
nity, as well as many small villages in the surrounding 
area.  This fall we built a retaining wall to prevent mud-
slides in the rainy season, put metal doors on the class-
rooms (to keep wandering animals out, and protect 
school supplies), made several new school benches, and 
fixed the gate.  The  elementary and kindergarten class-
rooms still need to be finished, and we hope to have 
enough funds to do it this year.        
 

Above right: Students pray, say 
the pledge, and sing hymns be-
fore school. Far right: the newest 
13th grade class. Near right:  the 
pre-kindergarten and kindergar-
ten classrooms are still unfin-
ished.  We put some temporary 
partitions between the rooms, 
but we hope to make real class-
rooms this year.  

But there is also 
time for work, play 
and worship! 

From left to right:  Boulosse enjoying a field trip to a national monu-
ment, Lovemaidine worshipping the Lord, and Lovedina helping to 
prepare  rice and beans for dinner. 
 

 



House of Hope Haiti’s                         
Christmas Wish List! 

 Scholarship & launching kids:   Over the next three or four 
years, we will be launching several of our older kids, either by 
sending them to follow-on schools, helping them to acquire em-
ployable job skills, or by assisting them to start their own busi-
nesses.  Approaching young adulthood and independence can 
be a scary time.  Donations to our launch fund will help see 
them through. 

 Classrooms:  We are getting close to finishing the school, but 
our kindergarten and elementary classrooms still need to be 
done.  We estimate that the final classrooms will cost about 
$12,000 each.  

 Many Needs: Our biggest need continues to be for general 
funds to meet our monthly budget of over $12,000, just to pay 
for food & supplies and to pay our orphanage and school em-
ployees.    

 

Thank you to all the individuals, organizations, and churches that have  
faithfully supported the House of Hope Haiti!   

Revenue & Expenditures  Jan 1—Nov 30, 2016 
 

  Revenue                                                                     $  168,737 
  Expenditures:  
  Original House of Hope & School Operating Expenses                           23,718 
  Williamson K-13 & Mountain School Operating Expenses                     55,483 
  Valley HOH (Williamson) Orphanage Operating Expenses                     63,719 
  Haiti  Office, Administrative, Travel, & Miscellaneous Fees                     3,349 
  Vocational training/launching kids                                               7,875 
  Bibles                                                                                                                       600 
  Agricultural & water projects                                                                          3,585 
  Building & land improvements, furniture & equipment                         15,070 
    
  Total Expenditures                                                                   $   173,399 
 
Note: The above  does not include the value of in-kind gifts given and distrib-
uted or the out-of-pocket expenses paid by volunteers for travel, postage, 
telephone, printing, wire fees and other   administrative costs. 

 In October, Hurricane Matthew brought massive destruction to the southwestern peninsula of Haiti.  

Thankfully, the House of Hope mission sites were mostly spared; however, there was some damage to the mountain 
villages that we serve (see damaged home, bottom left, and kids in our Duverger school, bottom right).  We will use 
the funds donated for  hurricane relief to continue to help these poor mountain villages become self-sustaining and 
to protect their homes and their livelihoods from storms like Hurricane Matthew.  

How to Donate: 
 
Find the “Donate”  button on our website at 

www.houseofhopehaiti.com                           
You can make a one-time payment or easily 
set up an automatic recurring payment se-

curely with Paypal. 
 

 OR 
Send a check to: 

House of Hope Haiti 
917 R Lane, Oberlin, KS 67749 

 
THANK YOU! 

Above, kids perform at a fundraiser organized by 
the Bridge church in Maryville, MO.  Funds will go 
to new wells and water projects. Thank you! 


