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HOHH Water Projects “Exploding!” 
  
 I hope that our water projects never literally 
explode, but in the figurative sense, demand for what 
we do is exploding. The lack of clean water in Haiti is a 
critical need. In addition, there are essentially no jobs in 
Haiti. We have been working for a few years to address 
both of these issues.  
 In recent years, cholera outbreaks have oc-
curred during the rainy season, when bacteria washes 
into the water supplies. These outbreaks have caused 
widespread illness and death, and have been difficult to 
contain.  We are hopeful that our clean water projects 
will help prevent the spread of cholera as well as other 
water-borne illnesses.  
 We believe that we have found the most eco-
nomical, effective, and sustainable means to provide 
safe water to the people of Haiti. As part of the work of 
the HOHH ministry, we have been providing training in 
how to make chlorine from salt water. The chlorine is 
then used to treat water, which can be sold for about 
one fifth the cost of the potable water that is vended 
from  trucks that travel from town to town.  Unlike 
some other water treatment methods that are popular 
in Haiti, chlorination provides “residual disinfection,” 

meaning that the chlorine in the water will continue to 
kill bacteria that comes in contact with it from dirty 
hands, vessels, etc. We have plans to make the treat-
ment process available at several sites in Haiti . We have 
already started treating and selling water at the Wil-
liamson orphanage and school site, and we hope that 
this will provide supplemental and sustainable income 
for the ministry, as well as provide affordable water for 
the community.  We will also help another orphanage 
that is near ours to chlorinate water.  
  

 In December, we plan to help set up a micro-
business at a church in Montrouis. The project will 
hopefully provide work for some young people, and 
affordable treated water for the community.  In addi-
tion, representatives from a ministry from northern 
Haiti are planning to stop by to see what we are doing. 
If they  are interested, we’ll train them to chlorinate 
water too. We will also look at a site in Archaie where a 
community is asking for help with a treated-water pro-
ject. 
  In the coming years, I believe that God will al-
low us to send out the graduates from our high school 
to oversee water treatment projects all over the coun-
try. I do not believe that this project would have been 
possible even a few years ago. I’ve come to understand 
that many groups work in Haiti for six months or a year 
and then get discouraged and leave. Now that we’ve 
been working in Haiti for about eight years, the people 

have a very different attitude towards us. They now 
seem to trust our motives and our resolve.  
 Ultimately, all projects that we do must honor 
our Creator and Savior, and further the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  We pray that the young people that we send 
out to run the water businesses will also be equipped to  
lead people to the Living Water that will never run dry. 
 

 

Jesus said, “But whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give 

him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 

Community members from Williamson purchase treated wa-
ter from the HOHH ministry for 1 gourde or 2.5 cents per gal-
lon. This is in comparison to the usual cost of about 12 cents 
per gallon. 

Right: Valley 
House of 
Hope kids in 
Williamson 
enjoy fun and 
good health, 
in part be-
cause of the 
supply of 
clean well 
water at the 
orphanage.  
The joy of the 
kids is the 
biggest re-
ward and 
reminds us of 
God’s com-
passion for 
these little 
ones. 



School is in full swing  
and bursting at the seams— 

  
 The Haitian school year started October 1st and we 
opened our doors again for children of the Williamson com-
munity.  This year, we added 6th and 10th grade, and an addi-
tional Kindergarten class.  Enrollment is close to 450, with 70 
children in Kindergarten alone.  The need for affordable edu-
cation is so great in Haiti that although we don’t have much 

space, we don’t want to turn away children and parents  who 
are counting on an education to provide a way out of poverty.  
As funds allow, we hope to build more classroom space on 
the adjoining land, where the tilapia farm and well is.   The 
plan is to create more separation between the orphanage 
living space and the school and to use some of the existing 
buildings as dorms. We have been talking with some other 
Christian ministries in Haiti about working together to provide 
high quality secondary education and Christian Education for 
the community to further cooperation and ownership. 

Commuting to School in a Tap-Tap! 
 Mirlande, the director of the original House of Hope or-
phanage, also directs a school on her property.  The school goes 

up to 6th grade, 
and last year, 
she tried a 7th 
grade also.  
However, the 
expense of the 
secondary 
school was too 
great to make it 
viable, so we 
had to brain-
storm about 
how to educate 
the older chil-
dren living at the 

orphanage.  Since we have a secondary school in Williamson, we 
decided, along with Mirlande, to send the older kids to Williamson 
for school.  We arranged for a tap-tap (a common form of trans-
portation in Haiti—consisting of a pickup with seating and decora-
tive sides in the back) to take the kids to school.  

 

Below: There are so many Kindergartners that our Direc-
tor, Pastor Gesner, made a make-shift addition for them 
with tin, a few blocks and tarps. 

Above: The  newest school building, expanded last summer, 
is  sectioned off with cloth and tarps to separate the grades. 
Left:  Secondary students study in the old high school build-
ing, fitting more than 40 students in small rooms. 

Below: One of the three kindergarten classes meets in a 
room with tarps for walls. 



Helping “Smarter” 
 Since  the House of Hope Haiti started almost eight years ago, with sixteen children, we have grown, stumbled, and 
gotten up again many times!  It’s sometimes overwhelming to see how far the ministry has come.  Along the way we have learned 
some lessons about how to help “smarter.”  We are learning that the best projects involve Haitians in the planning and execution.  
They require creativity in how they are designed, instead of just “throwing money” at a problem.  We have worked very hard to  
fund and oversee projects with high standards of accountability, but we have also learned that it is important to let Haitians take 
initiative and ownership.  
 With that in mind, we are working to focus more and more of our efforts on vocational training for our high school kids 
who show aptitude and effort.  We hope to expand a scholarship fund to help our kids learn such trades as carpentry, electrical 
work, masonry, agriculture, hotel services and tourism, nursing, computing, as well as professional education in colleges in Haiti. 
We hope to work in cooperation with (not in competition with) local businesses and leaders and other ministries.  We are moving 
toward helping people start microbusinesses that will provide them with a living as well as help Haiti.  We aim to enable the 
mountain villages that we work with to take ownership in the maintenance of their buildings and schools.  With our water pro-
jects, we plan to train experts,  who will in turn take the technology elsewhere. 
 Most importantly  we never want to lose sight of God’s eternal values and work with Christian leaders to instill and devel-
op godly character in our kids. We are still learning and we still make mistakes, but we are thankful that we have a God who is 
patient and never fails!   

At left: kids at the William-
son orphanage help with 
daily chores, like baking 
bread, helping with young-
er kids, taking care of ani-
mals, & gardening. At right: 
Wadson, is a “little person” 
with a huge heart.  When 
groups come to work, he 
watches and learns and has 
taught himself to be a  
skilled handy-man!  We are 
excited to help Wadson 
develop his skills into a use-
ful trade.  

Far left: children in the 
mountain school of 
Bwadom work hard in 
school despite a lack of 
resources. This past sum-
mer, HOHH and Christian 
Campus House helped 
Bwadom families by giv-
ing them goats to produce 
a living to support their 
school. The goats are now 
having kids (left). 

Right:  Children study 
at the Duverger 
mountain school, 
supported by HOHH.  
This building was 
damaged by Hurri-
cane Isaac and do-
nors provided funds 
to fix the roof.  More 
repairs are needed 
and we are asking 
the people of the 
village to take initia-
tive in maintaining 
their school. 



 HOHH Revenue & Expenditures  
From Nov 30, 2011 to Nov 30, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our monthly operating budget for the orphanages and 
schools is about $8000, and we try to keep 3 months in 
reserve.  We use additional funds for water projects, 
school & orphanage improvements, repairs, fixtures & 
equipment and to save for future projects for vocation-
al training and outreach.  Our US Staff  are all volun-
teers and our administrative costs, such as printing, 
postage, phone, travel, and wire transfer fees are paid 
out of pocket by our volunteers or by designated 
funds, so all your donations go to our projects in Haiti.  
*Does not include the value of non-cash items donated & distributed. 

Revenue  $   161,432  

Orphanages Operating Expense         62,727  

School Expenses         28,196  

Improvements         15,250  

Mountain Ag & School Support           9,915  

Water treatment, plumbing            9,706  

Tilapia Farm Project           5,368  

Summer Internship Program           2,669  

Haiti Administrative Expenses           3,158  

Furniture & Equipment           2,227  

Haiti Outreach Projects           2,000  

Miscellaneous Fees              795  

  Total Expenditures*  $   142,011  

THANK YOU!! 
Through your gifts, prayers, hard physi-
cal labor, and encouragement, God has 

richly blessed the ministry this year. 
Here are just a few of the accomplish-

ments of 2012: 
 Cared for 70 children in two locations, providing 

them with a home, food, education, and 
knowledge of the Lord. 

 Educated around 450 children in our school and 
assisted mountain schools with 200 or more chil-
dren. 

 Made many improvements to the Williamson 
dorms, kitchen & laundry, school expansion, so-
lar panels, plumbing & clean water, landscaping, 
gardening, etc.  

 Repaired damaged roofs and property after Hur-
ricane Isaac. 

 Neared completion of the long-awaited tilapia 
farm (thanks to our partnership with Poverty 
Resolutions).  

 Shared the Gospel through the distribution of 
Bibles and Proclaimers and through Christian Ed-
ucation in our schools and community church. 

 Began vocational training with donated sewing 
machines, so that our youth are learning employ-
able skills. 

How to Donate: 
 Check:  send to House of Hope Haiti, 917 R Lane, Oberlin KS 67749 
 Online:  www.houseofhopehaiti.com 
 Credit Card: cut out and send us the form below 

THANK YOU!! 


